CHAPTER VI

THE ADVANCE  GUARD

WHEN our brigade in flank guard halted, on the
evening of August 4th, at Woelflmg, in order to cover
the army corps billeted at Kalhausen, Achen, Etting,
etc., it covered itself with a number of outposts. At
what object did it aim m sending out these outposts ?
It aimed at the power of resting sheltered from the
enemy's attack To this end, the outposts were expected
to act as follows :

If the enemy came on, to keep him at a distance

If he attacked in force, to hold him, even then, for
such time as would be needed by the brigade to evacu-
ate conveniently such billets as should have become
unsafe and to prepare for action

To be able to rest, and to leave billets under shelter
from possible enemy blows, tmi? is the very meaning
of the word security ; such a material security is indis-
pensable to any force if it proposes to rest, to maintain
its strength, to keep its spirit and its confidence in its
commanders.

Now what did the army corps ask of the brigade ?

During the night from the 4th to the 5th and during
the day of the 5th, the brigade was expected .

(1)  To shelter from enemy blows the army corps,
whether billeted or marching, and^bviously, to ensure
material security

(2)  But it was also expected, should the enemy come
on, to hold him for such a length of time and at such a
distance as would enable the army corps to continue
its march on Bitche, in order to act in compliance with
orders received    that is, the brigade must afford the
corps tactical security.

That notion of security, which we express by means
of a single word, divides itself, then, into :
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